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Did you know that the red panda’s scientific name is Ailurus fulgens? Every 

creature has a scientific name; that way, every human can recognize any animal by the 
same name, no matter what language you speak. For example, a jaguar’s scientific 
name is Panthera onca; a lion’s is Panthera leo; a tiger is Panthera tigris.  

A red panda weighs 12-20 lbs (pounds)! Its head and body (excluding the tail) is 
usually 20-26 in, while the tail alone is about 12-20 in. They are mammals that eat 
bamboo, like the giant panda, lesser bamboo lemur, golden bamboo lemur, and greater 
bamboo lemur.  

Can you guess which family Ailurus fulgens (red panda) is in? You might guess it 
is related to the giant panda; after all, it does have panda in its name. Or a cat, since his 
head looks cat-like. A fox might be an option, since it is reddish-orange like a fox. 
Maybe the Mustela (short for Mustelidae) (weasel) family, because it has a lot of variety. 
Scientists said that it is in the family Procyon (short for Procyonidae) with cacomistle, 
coatis, and raccoons, but not anymore! They now say that they are in their family with 
one species. It did, however, have some relatives that are now extinct. 

“Red pandas live in the mountains of Nepal, northern Myanmar (Burma), as well 
as in central China,” says the National Geographic website on red pandas. When they 
sleep, they will put their tail over themselves like a blanket. Speaking about the red 
pandas, the website also states, “These animals spend most of their lives in trees, and 
even sleep aloft. When foraging, they are most active at night as well as the gloaming 
hours of dusk and dawn.” Did you know that, like pandas, they do not have a thumb? 



Instead, they have 5 fingers and a panda’s thumb; the panda’s thumb is actually an 
extended wrist bone that acts like thumb. 
 

Mating is usually the only time that they are not shy and solitary. 1-4 young is the 
typical number that the mother will give birth in spring and summer, which is the only 
time she will give birth. The young will stay with their mother for about 90 days, and 
during that time the mother will take care for them. Sadly, males contain little to no 
interest in their young. Deforestation is their biggest issue; logging and agriculture is 
taking down more and more of their forests. For this reason, we need to do our best to 
preserve this adorable but endangered animal! 
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